THREE-DIMENSIONAL PANELS FOR A GAME BALL AND RELATED METHODS

ABSTRACT
A method of manufacturing a multi-layer outer panel for a game ball includes three-
dimensionally forming a top layer of an outer panel, as well as one or more backing materials
disposed underneath the top layer, into a shape substantially corresponding to the surface of the
ball. Multi-layer outer panels are then attached to or interconnected to surround an inflatable
bladder, thereby producing a game ball while minimizing overstretching of the outer material or

the backing material and improving resistance of the outer panels to delamination.
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